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wisdom; that they could make interpretations, resolve
doubts, &c. as ver. 15, 16. of the same 5th chapter.
And as such, the princes and lords of the country
applied to them in all difficult and extraordinary
cases.

Now it is true, we have only examples of the
kings and princes making use of these people in
difficult cases, as Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Bel-
shazzar. But it is not to be doubted that the people
in general, of all qualities and conditions, went to
them to be resolved in their doubts, and to have
questions answered them in difficult cases ; in short,
this was their general employment, and they made
a trade of it.

On this account we find in several ancient writings
that the southsayers were made use of to interpret
dreams, and foretell things to come; to represent
good or bad omens, and give their opinions upon the
appearances of any extraordinary phenomena in na-
ture; thus you have Julian the Apostate reproached
with encouraging such men, and listening to them,
some ages after this, when their reputation was sunk
to a lower degree by far than it was at in former
times.

This being then the case, we are not to talk of
the magic of those ages, or of the people called
magicians, in the present vulgar acceptation of the
word; but they are to be understood to be what
Solon, Plato, Seneca, Aristotle, or any of the best
and brightest of the philosophers of after-ages were
known to be, namely, men of learning; who had
applied themselves to the study of virtue, and to
the knowledge of and search into the most hidden
treasures of nature; who understood the reasons of
things, the causes and originals of the most retired
and difficult accidents in nature; that searched into
and calculated all astronomical difficulties ; the mo-
tions and revolutions of heavenly bodies ; and, as I